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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Box PATENT APPLICATION 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Attention: Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, Applicant brings the following 
information, which is also listed on the attached Form PTO-1449, to the attention of 
the Examiner. 

The above-referenced application is a continuation-in-part of prior appli- 
cation number 09/603,369, filed June 26, 2000, which is a continuation of prior 
application number 09/200,914, filed November 27, 1998, now U.S. Patent No. 
6,084,487, issued July 4, 2000. All of the documents listed herein were cited during 
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prosecution of the prior applications and copies of the documents may be found 
within the contents of those files. 
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4,124,924 
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Publication 
Date 

02/06/92 
02/14/83 
02/20/90 
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Country 

Germany 
Japan 
Japan 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to be an admission that the information cited in the 
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statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.RR. 
§ 1.56(b). 

Respectfully submitted, 

FITCH, EVEN, TABIN & FLANNERY 
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Perry J. Hoffman 
Registration No. 37,150 

December 13, 2001 
Suite 1600 

120 South LaSalle Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60603-3406 
(312) 577-7000 



